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Southern Africa Philately

Editorial

In this journal we summarize how th@nual Southern Africa
Conference&came aboutin June at a philatelic weekend Brian
Trotter, Otto and Simon Peetoom agreed that the annual ge
togetheris an informal relaxed philatelic and social weekend
and it continues to enjoy considerable support from collecto
of the various Southern African philatelic entities.

During our discusion we agreed that it would be worth
expanding the concept by adding a journal and website to tl
open forum and Otto has kindly agreed to develop these.

This open forum is not a society and does not have membe
or other charges, with each individadtending the annual
weekend paying their own hotel and associated costs.

We enjoy an auction on the Sunday and the commission frc
this has continued to accumulate and ought to be devoted t
promotingSouthernAfrica Philately.

To promotethis joumnal the first issue can be downloaded fro
our websiteand printel copies available at Stampex and
Leamington Spalf you approve of our initiative please tell
others with an interest iBouthern Africa Philately.

From Issue No 2, this journal is ordyailable by subscription
and will be mailed out as a hard copy. During 2016 there wi
be three issues including ab@8 to 44pages.

In order to set this initiative in motion, much of this journal h
been written by the Editor, however it is hopealttim future
many individuals will submit a few pages for inclusion.

There is an array of different specialist societies that attract:
collectors and also many members in the stamp trade. The
of this venture is to cordinate the above interests undee
umbrella. This is simply purBouthern Africa Philatelythat is
not in competition with anyone else.
Otto Peetoom, Brian Trotteand Simon Peetoom
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Advertisers Index Page

1 Alan MacGregor.........ccccvvennee. Inside back
2 Africa Stamps.......ccccoeevveeenne 38

3 Argyll EtKiN.......ocooeeiiiiiieee, 40

4 Bill Barrell.........ccocoovvviiiniennnn, 38

5 Bridger & Kay........ccoeevviverennnns, 38

6 Charlie Rudge.........c.ccccevevrene 28

7 ChrisRainey.........ccccccvevcvvrennnen. 40

8 COrbittS.....oeveiiiiiiiiiee e 40

9 David Feldman............ccccoeuenne 12

10 David Loffstadt.........c.ccccvvennee. 24

11  David MOorrison.........ccoceeevnueeen. 28

12 Enfield StamCentre................. 38

13  Gerald Bodily.........cccccocvveennnnn, 8

14 HenkdelLange.........cccoooernnen. 24

15  Imperium Stamps.........cccceoveeene 38

16  Johnson Philatelics.................. 28

17  LOve AUCHIONS.......cccevveeeiiieennns 40

18  Murray Payne...........cccocvvvvnneen, 40

19  Ormskirk Stamps..........cceevveeen, 8

20 Paulvan Zeyl......cccccoevvueennen. 24

21  Philangles.......ccccoccviiiiiiieinnnn 38

22 Richardson &Copp..........cceevuen 8

23  Sandafayre.........cccccoiiiiiiinenns 15

24 SPINK...ooii Insert

25  Stamp Insurance Services....... Inside back
26  Stanley Gibbons...........cccc...... Inside back

New Book in Preparation
Authored by Brian Trotter

The provisional title i§’he Main Southern African Postal
Routes, Rates and Regulationd 806 to 1916@nd it covers the
Letter and Postcard Mail from the Second British Occupatio
to the establishment of efficient surface mail systems.
Completion is planned for early 2016, with somewhere in th
region of 500 pages of text and illustrations.

Why 1806 t019167? Simply because the first postal
arrangements open to the public were instituted by the Briti
at the time of their second occupation of the Cape of Good
Hope in 1806. The Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange River
Colony and the Transvaal were incorpodaiteto the Union of
South Africa on 31 May 1910, but their respective post offic
continued to operate until they were incorporated into the
Union of South Africa post office as from 1 September 1911
The choice of the date of 1916 is provisional, budvadl for a
look at how things were five years after the colonial post
offices had been incorporated. However, the book is not
confined to these four territories, but includes all the other
relevant territories of Southern Africa.

While a number of bookisave been written about Southern
African postal history, they tend to focus on only one territot
and very often their main subject is the postmarks of that
territory. In this new work, the only postmarks that get speci
attention are the tax marks, whihave had little attention in
previous works. This book shows the inter connection betwi
the territories and their main postal routes, letter and postce
rates, and regulations. It looks only at regulations that are
relevant to markings on covers,dikegistration fees, late fees
and the handling of unpaid or underpaid mail.
Contents

Southern Africa Background

The UPU and Other Postal Conventions
Southern African Mail Routes

Cape Colony Southern African Postage Rates
Cape Colonyverseas Postage Rates

Cape Colony Further Regulations and Charges
Cape Colony Charge Marks

Natal Postage Rates

Natal Regulations and Charge Marks

Orange Free State Postage Rates

Orange Free State Regulations and Charge Mg
Transvaal Postage Rate

Transvaal Regulations and Charge Marks
Bechuanaland and Rhodesian Mails
Southern Africa 1910 to 1916

Military Mail of Southern Africa
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The Annual Southern Africa Philately Conference 2002 - 2014
How it all Started - 2002 ChesteiRacecourse Voted as best display
The lateTony Chiltonhad put a paper together to highlight  ‘eqwardian Stamps of South Africa
some of the difficulties societies were facingwithanaging 2oyt h Africa Kin g6s heads

membership and a small number of members doing the
administration of these societieBlany members served on th
committeeof more than one societyJnfortunately by the
time the event took place, Tony had passed away, however
paper was read and discussed at the Chestderence but his
suggestiordid not find favour.

2002- From Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 Novembermhers
of various Southern Africa Societies gathered for their first ¢
joint convention which included members from the Anglo B¢
War, Bechuanaland & Botswana, Cape & Natal, Orange Frt
State, Rhodesia, South Africa and Transvaal study groups.
Eddie Bidges conducted an auction which was successful ¢
became a traditional end of conference event.

Chester laid the foundation stone forAamual Southern Africe
Conferencéield at Leamington Spa. The following year Bria
Trotter and Eddie Bridges took on the organization of the
yearly event and it developed into a highlight &muthern
Africa Philately.

Leamington Spa- 21 to 23 November 2003

The second Southern Africa Conference was at held at the
Falstaff hotel and a report by Chris Oliver appearethia
SpringbokNo 284.

Roy Ross recalls that the Saturday turned into a comedy ac
that wasworld Cup Rugbyersus Philately! England was
playing Australiain the final, the score was even and the gar
went to extra time. Brian Trotter was trying to get philately
underway but the audience was glued to the television.

2004- 2014All subsequent Conferences have been staged
the Falstaff hotelh Leamington Spa and anyone with an
interest inSouthern Africa Philatelyis welcome and does not
need to be a member of any particular society.

In 2010 Simon Peetoom took over from Brian Trotter as
Leamington Spa Organiser.

Summary of Annual Conferences

Year | November Trophy Winners Report*
2002 | 29-30 | 'Brian Trotter 281
2003 21-23 *Tony HowgraveGraham 284
2004 5-7 %lan Shapiro 289
2005 4-6 “Bob Allison 292
2006 3-5 *Eddie Bridges 296
2007 | 9-11 | °Sebastian Payne 300
2008 7-9 "Mike Smith 304
2009 | 13-15 | ®Richard Stock 308
2010 | 12-14 | %John Shaw 312
2011 | 11-13 | ®Mike Smith 317
2012 9-11 | MLyn & Rob Lester 320
2013| 8-10 | ™Bob Hill 324
2014 7-9 BRichard Stock 329
2015 6-7
Note

*Conference Reports publishedTihe SpringbokNo...

3Story of Gerald Medway (WWII)

* Early Postal development of the Orange Free State
*Union of South Africa Booklets

®South African Machine Cancels 1899940

'Orange River Postal Stationery 1900910

8Boer War Invasion of Northern Natal

Union of South Africa First Pictorial Definitives
%Orange Free State Postal Stationery

“Union of South Africa 1910 2%d Commemoratatamp
2Cape of Good Hope datestamps 179210

31899 The Boer Invasion of Natal

Displays at Conference

Saturdayds are devoted to i
produce an excellent range of topics covering every aspect
Southern African Philately. t&the conclusion of the day, the
audience cast their votes for the best display of the day.
The winner is announced after dinner and presented with th
Tony Chilton Memorial TrophyOn Sunday, whoever has
brought something along may show whatever theyaigd as
a result such displays vary from a few pages to several fran

2002- Edwardian Stamps of South Afribg BrianTrotter and
Transvaalby Lars Jorgensefrom Belgium.

2003-Sout h Af r i clayTohy HogglaseGrahara c
The Impact of th8oer War on the Orange Free Stdityg
Richard StroudThe FletchetJones Correspondendy Alan
Drysdall. South Africa QEIl Commemoratives to 1961
Godfrey Mellor.Hand carved walking stick:ion Philatelic)
made by Boer POWs by Ro b iUbl SWolarged u |
Mail 1965- 1970by Richard Barnett.

Natal Postal Stationerpy Keith Hanman.

2004- Anglo Boer War Censored Mdily Stuart Duggan.

The Route to Rhodesia via the Transvaal and Bechuanalan
Colin Hoffman.

South Africa 1910 2%d Commemorative stayChris Board.
South Africa First Pictorial Definitiveby John Shaw.

The Story of Gerald MedwdWWII) by lan Shapiro.
18801900 OFSPolitical change affecting postal Ratieg
Richard Stroud.

2005- Early Postal development of tiidS by Bob Allison
Rhodesian Military Maiby Kevin Ashworth.

South African WWII Issuds/ Tony HowgraveGraham.
18641899 G5H Postal Rates and Markings

by Robert Johnson.

Early Bechuanaland Overprintsy Brian Hurst.

South African Airmaildy Bryan Stokoe.

2006- Colonial and Early Union Bookletsy Brian Trotter.
1910 Cape Town Pageany Otto Peetoom.

1896 Matabele Rebelliooy Colin Hoffman.

Union Pictorial Bookletdy Eddie Bridges.

18641899 G5H Postal Rates and Markindsy Robert
JohnsonEarly Natal Sea Bstby John Dickson.

1914 South African Rebellion re Wl Paul van Zeyl.
The End of the Rhodesia & Nyasaland FederakigiRichard
Stroud.

This Page is Sponsored byhis Page is Sponsored b$andafayre, Knutsfordvww.sandafayre.com
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The Annual Southern Africa Philately Conference 2002

- 2014

Conference Displays Continued
2007- The Imperial Military Railway in South Afriday Alan

2012- Central South African Railways (CSAR9021919by
Alan Drysdall.British Bechuanalandy Tony Stanford.

Drysdall. Wembley Exhibition Railway cards and early Unior Union of South Africa 1910 2%2d Commemorasisampby

Exampledy Chris BoardKi ng 6 s
Designs and Proofy Brian Trotter Postmarks of NortiEast
Rhodesiaby Anita McCullough South African Machine
Cancels 1899 1940by Sebastian Payne.

2008- Basutolandby Eddie BridgesOrange River Postal
Stationery 1900 1910by Mike Smith.South West Africa,
including GSVA& by John SusseBouth African Airmaildy
Nick Arrow. South African Officialdy Tony Howgrave

GrahamUnion Parcel Cancellationby Sebastian Payne.

2009- Boer War Invasion of Northern Nathy Richard Stock.
Early Mails in Rhodesidy Colin Hoffman.South Africa WWI
and WWII Labeldy Otto PeetoonSouth West Africa KGV
Postal Stationerpy Francis Kiddlezimbabwe and the

&l Statidneri? o s t Lyn & Rob Lester.

South African Advertising Envelopleg Nick Arrow. South
Africa first Pictorialsbeing a joint display by Tony Howgrave
Graham and John Sha@ermanSouth West Africa Postal

Inflation Periodby Richard BarnettSouth African Homelands History by John Sussex.

by Paul van Zeyl.

CHIWEFWE (1916-1919) on the Great North Road
near the site of Mkushi in 1954

2010- Mkushi (Northern Rhodesia) History and the Type
written Postage Duesy Otto PeetoonSouth Africa First
Pictorials by John Shaw18881895 G5H Rectangledy
Robert JohnsorGermanSouth West Africa Postal Histoby
John SussexDevelopment of the Transvaay Paul van Zeyl.
19071918 South African Railways Letter from Harry Milner
Miss Hilda Hallby Bob Hill.

2011- Early Provincial & Union Bookletdy Brian Trotter.
South West Africa Revenue Starbp$rancis Kiddle.

The History of South Africa 18961910 with emphasis on
Transvaal as the Economic cenbg Paul Van Zeyl.

Orange Free State Postal Stationény Mike Smith.
South Africa Union Unhyphenated Definitivdsy Tony
HowgraveGraham.

Imperial Military Railwaysby Alan Drysdall.

2013- OrangeFree State Postal History 1834.900by Bob
Allison. South African Coil Stamgdsy Tony Howgrave
GrahamBoerWaFPO6s i n t he Oragange
display by Bob Allison, followed by OF®ostcards after the
Boer Warby Richard StroudRSABooklets 987- 2010by
Chris Oliver.The Postal Markings of Nataly Mike Berry.
Cape of Good Hope 17921910by Bob Hill.

2014- CGH Postal Stationerypy Chris BoardUnion Officials
by Roald SandZimbabwenflation Mail by Richard Barnett.
Ascension Islan@ly Otto PeetoonThe Zulu War 1879, the
Second Boer War 1899902 and the Bambatha Rebellion
1906by Richard StockUnion the 2d and 3d Pictorial
Definitivesby Eddie Bridges.

Publication News
Due out soon

The Postal History of the Orange Free Stat830-1900
By Robert Allison RDPSA

An easy to read account of the history of the post of this
dear little Model Republifrom the first missionary
explorations to the beginning of the Anglo Boer War.

450+ A4 pages, c. 350 colour illustrations, with an
accompanying DVD containing additional chapters on
Forgeries and Revenues, major exhibits of Republican Stan
Stationery, Postal History, AnglBoer War, etc.
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Basutoland 1852 - A Yorkshire

Man at the Battle of Berea

By Otto Peetoom

Introduction

During the 2013 Melbourne International stamp exhibition |
acquired an entire described as having an association with
Basutoland. This particular item is illustrated in a 1880k
entitledThe Cancellations & Postal Markings of Basutoland
by A.H. Scott. The above cover is illustrated on page 28 uni
Early Basutoland Letterwith a captionAn 1852 Orange

River Expedition Letterfollowed by a brief seven line
description thatloes not really clarify its connection with
Basutoland. It incorrectly identifies the writer as a Lt.
Grimstead He is in fact William Grirston the son of a
wealthy East Yorkshire landowner residing in a small coast:
village bearing his family name whicé situated a few miles
north of another village called Roos where | have lived for
some thirty plus years.

One of the joys of Postal history is when a cover initiates
research because it includes a specific subject that fascinat
me and has captured ragtention. | will buy anything that has
a historical significance to our village. Some ten plus years
David Parsons at Spink, drew my attention to an auction lot
six entires written between 1849 and 1852, one of which ha
1852R0O0Stransit canellation.

After buying this lot it proved to be a series of letters sent to
Walter John Grimston who was a Lieutenant serving in the
Royal Artillery in Canada. These entires were written by his
Mother, elder brother and some of his sisters, they included
news of a younger brother Willy Grimston who was joining t
Army and would go to South Africa. The content of these

|l etters I ed to an interest
churches and graveyards, | gradually pieced a family story
together thats not yet complete.

William Grimstonwas one of foueen children, born in 183(
whowas to proceed to Dublin on Tuesday 14 September 1¢
to join his Regiment, a note in one letter reatitained a week
longer than he expected at home, owing to a balddmohis
neck.

Letter 4 - 6 June 1851- From his sister Maria Grimston to
Walter in Canada

We are still in doubt as to Willy, whether the regiment has
sailed for the Cape thé"bf this month as the papers stated «
whether he is left with the depot, he wrote about 10 days ac
saying it might not sail for 3 weeks, but we have heard noth
since.

Letter 6 - 23September 1852
To Walter in Canada
From Jane Grimston, his Mother

We had a letter from Willy by the last mail, which came in tt
10" of September, he had a dreadful illness.... earlier in Ma
was seized with fever, which reduced him to such a state of
weakness that he could not turn in his bed or feed himself...
just crawled out of bed for the first time to write by that May
mail to us, when a little recovered, he took a fancy to ride tc
one of the outposts, so borrowed a horse, was so weak still
he had to be lifted onto it ... the exertion proved too much fc
him, and he had a relapse, from which time he appears to
|l ost all conscioubhemsep 6ot
t hathahse nfio recol |l ectioth® of
20" June when he awoke to consciousness, and found hims
at EastLondon where the doctor had ordered him to be
removed for change of airs....his last was dated July 15 abc
fortnight after he had been restored to recollection, he said
was gaining strength and steadily recovering and there was
postscript to thedtter saying he had just received an order tc
return to Fort White, so we conclude they thought him well
enough to resume his duties there whatever they may be, h
says keeping the forts is an entire waste of life, for they hav
literally nothing to do andho books to relieve the tedium.

Fort Whiteis inthe Eastern Cape, some 12kms EasiSE
Middeldrift. It is situated in the vicinity where the eighth Xho
War (1850-53) took place, yet Wi
letter suggests that his unit was motolved in that war.

Letter written on
2 December 1852 at
Camp on the Caledon River,
Mosheshoés Co

Dispatched with a
General Post Office
Cape Town
Crown handstamp

With manuscript charges of
8 (pence) & 1f payments

Backstamped

DRIFFIELD

JA 15 1853
transit

This Page is Sponged by Kevin Corrigan- Kevcor, Bloemfontein
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Basutoland 1852 - A Yorkshire

Man at the Battle of Berea

An 1852 Orange River Expedition Lettera title bestowed by
A. H. Scott on William Gri ms
writtenatCamp on t he Cal edon ®iwv
his Mother at Kilnwick near Beswick. The foregoing being
another Country estate owned by the family, located betwee
Beverley and Driffield Willy wrote:

They only gave us two hours notice about the post going ou
excuse the scrawl as | want to write as much as | can.

He describes their journey from Fort Hare in the Eastern Ca
to Burghersdorp, where they remaghfor a week, followed by
crossing the Orange River to their present location.

What the purpose of their journey was and its connection to
Basutoland is only hinted a
comment to his MotheBy the way they say vege going to
Natal as soon as this business with Moshesh is over.

Scottds book does not <cover
Basutoland during the mid nineteenth century with their Chie
Moshoeshoe in conflict with the British, Boers and other nati
tribes. A review of that period clarifies the presence of Willia
Grimstonds wHQueenhe calls th

King Moshoeshoe Paramount Chief of Basutoland

Born circa 1786, succeeded his father as leader in 1820.

He was a master at playing the one side off against the othe
At one point he was proBoer, but when they turned again:
him, he changed his alljance to the British. He died in 1870.

1849- 52 The Warden Line, Battle of Viervoet
and the Sand RiverConvention

On 3 February 1848 the British proclaimed sovereignty ovel
the Orange River territory. A nominated legislative council
plus an established high court ensured an orderly governme
of the country. In October 1849 Moshoeshoe was persuade
signan arrangement curtailing the boundaries of his territor
which was known as the Warden lineciéated resentment, a:
it excluded them from the fertile Caledon River Valley, a vitz
area in terms of agricultur®loshoeshoe ignored the Warden
line directve that culminated in an obscure ill fated battle of
Viervoet on 30 June 1851.

A small force consisting af mixed British, Boer, Griqua and
Barolong attempted a punitive expedition into Basutoland.
They were driven back and defeated by numerous, mounte:
and well armed Sotho tribesman.

In 1851 Moshoeshoe made a diplomatic move by joining thi
Republican partyn the Sovereignty and invited Andries
Pretorius to recross the Vaal river. The intervention of
Pretorius resulted in the Sand River Convention of 1852,
which acknowledged the independence of the Transvaal bu
left the status of th®range RiveSovereigny untouched.

1852

Major - General George Cathcart intended to turn the tables
King Moshoeshoe by punishing him with adiand directed
the Chief to hand over 10,000 head of cattle plus 1,000 hor:
at his camp at Platberg in the space of three days. In the ev
of non compliance and should they meet with any resistanc
Cathcart force would collect three times that demand

Cathcartodos Basu:

Moshoeshoe replied to this threat, warning that although he
wished to avoid war, he commentea dog when beaten woul
show its teeth

Cathcart set about amassing a formidable force that was m
to intimidate the Basuto King and was confident that if an
invasion was required, he would have the upper hand.

To this endby November 1852 he had mustered one of the
largest British forces ithe history of the country.

Infantry detachments included four companies of the Queer
(West Surrey) Regiment, three each of the 43rd and 73rd (=
Battalion the Black Watch) Regiments, four of the 74th
Regiment (2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry)chone of
the 1st Battalion the Rifle Brigade. Mounted detachments
included two squadrons 12th Royal Lancers and two compe
Cape Mounted Rifles. Together with the Royal Artillery and
Sappers and Miners, Cathcart could count on some 2,500 r
for his campign.

The unit that came north from Fort Hare, which included
William Grimston, was with
and given Cathcartodés numbe
entire operation was anticipated to be a foregone conclusic
tisunder st andabl e that it | e
letter to his Mother.as soon as this business with Moshesh
over...

1852 The Battle of Berea

By 19 December, only a third of the cattle had been deliver
and immediately plans were maderigade Basutoland the
following day. At this point Cathcart made several tactical
errors and whether the result was due to poor leadership,
misunderstanding or plain arrogance due to his superior
numbers has been debated on many occasions.

Less than half fhis force was detailed for the invasion. Foul
companies and the two six pound guns were left to guard tl
Platberg Camp. Another unit was left to guard the crossing
over the Caledonrivernow known as Cat |
in anticipation of minimm resistance each man was limited
sixty rounds of ammunition.

Cathcart split his men into three divisions under the leaders
of himself, Napier and Eyre and on 20 December the three
parties set off in different directions around the Berea plate
After the event Napier and Eyre contended that their
instructions were to round up as many head of cattle as
possible, whereas Cathcart insisted they were supposed ta
rendezvous in the Phutiastana valley to launch an attack ol
Moshoeshoe stronghold at ThaBesiu.

In the event Napier was attacked, 32 men killed, several
wounded and as his ammunition ran low, returned with his
captured cattle to the Platberg camp.

Up on the plateau, Eyreds
less success in rounding up strattleaand quickly discovered
that controlling thousands of frightened animals on foot wa:
difficult proposition. They were also attacked by armed Sot
on horses and six of Eyrebd

At midday,
from Thaba Bosiu.

Cat h c autthréekiloroetrds u

This Page is Sponsed by Nick Martin, Love Auctionswww.loveauctions.co.uk
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Basutoland 1852

- A Yorkshire Man at the Battle of Berea

Cathcart expected his other divisions to join him

ROYAL CEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

around this time, but all he saw instead were
thousand of Sotho horsemen massing on his fron
and to his right. Clearly, a war with Moshoeshoe
was not going to be as easy as anticipated.

At 5pm Eyre made an appearance and the comb
force fell back to a stone kraal for the night.

An attack by the Sothwarriors followed which
petered out three hours later.

Cathcart had not even expected the Sotho to put
a fight, let alone that they would be so numerous
and well armed. On 21 December the British beg
retiring to Cathcartos

Whether WillyGrimston took part in the Battle of
Berea or was left behind to guard the Platberg ca
cannot be determined, but he was not a casualty.

£
WITZES HOEK

Berea

oV e
Ll y
A " CR1 QUALAND
"’"._‘Q Matatic
L AST
BASUTOLAND

(1 Hobe e,

The 1871 Censuindicates Willy is at Kilnwick,
East Yorkshire Occupation Gentleman

Besides archival materi al ,
surviving Military Postal History item connected with the
battle of Berea which is in private hands.

William Grimstonds | et

Camp orthe Caledon River

Mosheshos

December 2nd 1852
Dear Mamma,
Many thanks for your long letter received last month, also ¢
from Kate which arrived yesterday and now for an account
our travels. We left Fort Hare on the 11th November in a
drenching thunderstorm and as we had the geiard that day
we did not get into camp till 3 the next morning as the Totty
Waggon drivers were all tipsy so we had 21 hours march tt
first day by way. | suppose of a little training after being sht
up in the Fort for 10 months.

We of course eat as we went along and had two hours slee
Lushington before going on the next day, we then passed
Elands Post and went on about 20 miles a day till we came
Whittleseaand Shiloh, the place where the war first broke o
and the walls of which bear the marks of the Caffirs bullets;
halting there for two days we trekked along, marching alon
five every morning and getting into Camp about 3 every
afternoon till we arried at a standing camp at Burghersdory
a very nice town inhabited by boers and though it has only
been built for five years far surpasses King Wms. Town or
Beaufort.

The Dutchmen were very civil indeed and gave Balls and
Parties every evening so you niaysure we made the best o
our weeks stay there and great fun we had dancing with th:
Dutch young ladies for they could only speak a few words ¢
English but danced away with great glee they would come
poking about the tents for they never saw an encamipime
their lives before and while sitting at discourse a great fat
Dutchmandés head would poke
was like which was rather a nuisance. They are most
insensitive people possible almost as bad as an Irishman.
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We remained aveek at Burghers Dorp and then marched to
the Orange River which we crossed and arrived here yeste
the 1st December having come about 250 miles or more.
There are quantities of Boer Farms all over the Country ani
herds of Deer of all desiptions anong the mountains.

There is very little grass as the locusts are so numerous thi
have eaten everything and we frequently see clouds of thel
appearing quite black in the distance flying along with the
wind, every animal appears to eat them cows, horsess ele.
and are very fond of them. The Orange river is certainly the
finest river we have seen being about 300 yards across thc
very shallow. There is no wood all through the country so v
make our fires of dryed Cow dung and a very comfortable {
itmakessonmtehi ng | i ke the turf
Boers use nothing else. They only gave us two hours notici
about the post going out so excuse the scrawl as | want to
write as much as | can. By the way they say we are going t
Natal as soon as thibusiness with Moshesh is over to be
quartered there and hope it may be there as | believe it is tl
second best place in the country; if so we shall probably st:
there for two or 3 years at least.

| find the work of Adjutant not so easy as | thougtipularly
with such a fidgety Major as ours as he keeps me galloping
about all day. We are encamped in a perfect swamp after t
rains of last night which is rather unpleasant at all times. Hi
comes the dreaded Postman so with love to all | remain yr.
affectionate son.

(Signed)

W.H. Grimston (Queens)

Hope for more time the next mail.

References
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Botswana 2006 - 80t on 90t Reedbuck

with Inverted Overprint - SG 1048ab
By Otto Peetoom

In early 2015 John Dowdeswell informed me that he purcha
had purchased a quantity of kiloware in August 2008 which
included a fainumber of used Botswana stamps.

Amongst that holding he found two stamps on piece, a P1.¢
Sable definitive SG 983 and 80t on 90t Reedbuck with an
inverted overprint.

The postmark appears to BORTING CENTRE John kindly
sent me the piece in question farther examination and in my
opinion, if it was found in kiloware, it ought to be genuine.

In September 2009 John sent the item to Rushstamps and -
in turn forwarded it to Hugh Jefferies on 1 October, the Star
Gibbons Catalogue Editor. Hugh reted the stamp on

28 October with a noté:shall write this up for GSM and it will
be listed as SG 1048alb featured it in the December 2009
GSM under the regular headif@talogue Columralong with
an illustration- the report reads:

Botswana invertedsurcharge

Locally applied surcharges have long provided fruitful hunti
grounds for errors and varietiesand they continue to do so.
Eric Friedman of Rushstamps recently showed us a used
example of the Botswana 80t on 90t reedbuck stamp of 20C
(SG1048a) with the surcharge inverted. Still on piece and
presumably found in O6kil ow:e
1048ab the next time the Botswana listings are updated.

The above report makes no mention of John Dowdeswell ol
fact that it was indeefbund in a quantity of kiloware.

| contactecEric Friedmanat Rushstamps for comment and h
only vaguely recalled the item.

The SG listing in the latest Southern & Central Africa
catalogue. % Edition (2014) does not indicate in what state t
error isknown. It is my contention that this variety deserves
footnote that should clarify that only one used copy is know
A comment like that ought to encourage a reaction from any
who may find another example.

For the record the upper left corner of gtemp is damaged.

| queried who overprinted the above surcharges and Sheila
Case at Botswana Post is of the opinion that it was more th.
likely carried out in Zimbabwe as there are no security print
in Botswana.

Information about recent issues oftB@ana is not necessarily
easily obtained. Sheila adviselthere will be no data from
BwPost...the former Philately Manger did not preserve past
files adequately when the reconstruction of the working spa
caused him to move offices...there is a whotegen which
data of several kinds is in scarce supply!

Rectory Road, Roos,
East Yorkshire, HU12 OLD UK

TEL: +44(0)1964 670239
Fax +44(0)1964 671204

Email: ottopeetoom@btinternet.com

OTTO PEETOOM

(ORMSKIRK STAMPS)

We produce comprehensive lists for
The Rhodesias plus Nyasalandw.rhodesianstamps.net|

Southern Africavww.southafricanstamps.net

GSWA

East Africa, KUTwww.kut-stamps.com

L.

- South West Africavww.swastamps.com

British Commonwealth in great strength
Postal History, early Covers, Cancellations,

Variet
Die and

Uni que material from

|
Major

GERALD BODILY

PO Box 475, Richmond, Surrey
TW9 3DN- UK

ies and Multiples, Essays, Colour Trials,
Plate Proofs, Specimens plus a great dea

participate on a regular basis at all
Exhibitions in the United Kingdom and
Overseas

TEL: +44(0)208 255 1219
Email: rbcollect@yahoo.co.uk

RICHARDSON & COPP

Malcolm Richardson
Alastair Copp
Extensive Stocks of

Britis

Shop open 9.30 to 5.00 every

Thu

30 Minutes by train from

*Shop closed once a month due to being aStnand Bourse

h Commonwealth

rsday & Friday* eﬁl«@;nuwngﬂlﬂ

London

b
8

EEN BHILLING
T s |

; Fax 01883 716854

< 4 Station Road West

Oxted Surrey
RH8 9EP

j Tel 01883 714082

ONVIVII3L

9

Website:www.richardsonandcopp.com
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1935 - 1966 Bechuanaland Commemorative Stamps
By Otto Peetoom

Introduction

The subject of Commemorative Issues invariably brings up
debate about the actuadcessity for them and | wonder how

many people are aware that in years gone by, under UPU r
commemorative stamps were only valid for postage within t
country. By the time the Bechuanaland Protectorate issued
first commemorative issue,dhrulewas confined to history

The Bechuanaland Protectorate Commemoratives

Their stamp issuing policy was essentially under the control
the Crown Agents who included Bechuanaland in the variot
Commonwealth Omnibus issues starting with the 1935 King
GeorgeV Silver Jubilee.

The 1935 Silver Jubilee

To commemorate the celebration of the twenty fifth
Anniversary of His Majesty¢
the approval of King George V, a special issue of British
Empire stamps was decided upon.

On 24 Augist 1934, Sir Philip Cunliffe.ister, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, sent a telegram as a circular to all th
Colonies and Protectorates informing them of the above
decision; it excluded Aden, the Malay States and Zanzibar.

CONFIDENTIAL

His Majesty the King has approved issue of special postage
stamps throughout Colonial Empire to commemorate Silver
Jubilee. Single design with appropriate heading for each
territory now being prepared. Proposed that issue should be
sale from or as soon a®gsible after 10th May, 1935 until en
of year and limited to four denominations. Suggest (1) shillit
or local equivalent (2) inland letter rate (3) foreign letter rate
and (4) one other denomination not to exceed sixpence. Ple
telegraph values to beipted and quantities of each required
excluding those for sale in United Kingdom.

Official naotification for a British Empire
Silver Jubilee issue

On 5 December 1934 Sir Philip Cunliffaster, the Secretary
of State for the Colonies sent a circularaib the Colonial
Administrators with an attached Specimen Die Proof.

Illustration
Courtesy
British
Library

Downing Street, 5" December, 1934.

Sir,

1. With reference to ynconfidential telegram of thz4™

August last, | have the honour to inform you that, in connex
with the forthcoming celebrations to commemorate the
Twentyf i ft h Anniversary of Hi
has been pleased to approve the issue of a series of specis
postage stampfer use throughout the Colonial Empire.

2. The series will comprise four denominations only in unifo
design as depicted in the accompanying leaflet. The stamp
will be printed in two colours in sheets of sixty each.

The appropriate heading for each tiéory will be inserted in
pl ace of the word O0Speci mer
illustration and the duty in the oval panel at the-ledind
bottom corner.

3. It is His Majestyods wis
sale on the 8 May, 1935 and cdimued in use until the 31
December, 1935, when all residues whatsoever are to be
destroyed. The sale of the corresponding denominations it
permanent series of stamps in use in each territory is to be
discontinued during the currency of the Silvabilee issue.

4. Arrangements are being made with the Crown Agents fo
the Colonies for the sale of the stamps to dealers in this
country as usual, and a public announcement concerning tl
issue will be made on thé' Eebruary, 1935, by which date
this despatch should have been received in all the
dependencies concerned. | assume that you will also wish
make a public announcement on that date in the territory
under your administration.

| have the honour to be,Sir,
Your most obedient, humblengant,
The Officer Administering P. CUNLIFRESTER

Design and Printer

The Crown Agent design was prepared by Waterlow & Sor
but the Bechuanaland Jubilees were printed by Bradbury
Wilkinson & Co. working from duplicates of the master die
prepared by Waterlow. Printed in sheets of 60, with various
listed varieties as per the Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth
catalogue. A second Printing of the 1d value was made ant
described as being drhin Pape (1937 Wallace S. Jubilee
booklet). There were four printings of the 3d and 6d, but | a
not aware of any specific variations between these deliverit
I n accordance with the Kin
withdrawn on 31 December 1935.

THE DEMAND FOR TH E SILVER JUBILEES

By H & A Wallace, October 1937

Had the Silver Jubilee been two years earlier, during the
slump of 1933, these stamps could hardly have sold at all v
but in 1935, with general prosperity rapidly returning, the
demand for e&%i Ifwer sdiulpialse e
dealers had ever beforemerienced.

The quantities originally printed of the Crown Colonies Silvi
Jubilee stamps had been estimated to last until the end of 1
year; but, in less than a month after their fiesgtpearance, no
fewer than seventthree out of the total of one hundred and
seventysix of these stamps were reported to have been sol
out. As has already been mentioned, a second printing of n
of these stamps, and a third printing of many of thenk too
place later; but some of them were not again printed, one ¢
these being the omeipee of Mauritius.

King George VI Omnibus issues 1937 to 1949

During the Reign of King George VI it included the 1937
Coronation, 1945 Victory (Not the standard Crown @Qas
design, but overprinted on the South African issue).
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1935 - 1966 Bechuanaland Commemorative Stamps

1945Victory

The printing figures for the Victory issue were publishedlie
South AfricarPhilatelist(1946).

January 1946 SA° 4,999 sheets x 120 of each of the three
values overprinte@echuanalandan a flatbed machine from
new formes. The 2d sheets were taken éneen Job 3,693; the
1dand 3d sheets supplied by the 8BM

March 1946 SAP 2,000 sheets of each values supplied by
PMG for overprinting between 22.11.45 to 10.1.46.

November 1946 SAPLd - 650 sheets x 120 delivered on
31.4.46 and a further 400 sheetsl@®n?.46. 2d value 500
sheets x 120 on 19.2.46.

Varieties on the 1945 Victory issue

The 1dBarbed Wirevariety on R9/6 is in my opinion worthy ¢
catalogue status.

1945 Victory Major Overprint Variety

The 3d offers a major overprint variety listeds(s 13la
Overprint omitted (In pair with normal) with a footnote that
reads..the overprint was displaced downwards so that it is
omitted from stamps in the top row and shown on the sheet
margin at foot.

These two
strips featured
in an Argyll
Etkin Auction
on
24 September
2003
as lots
1343 an 1344

nmum e n(l

| SGUTH‘AFR!CA

ouoo.ooo"

Bechuanaland

In addition Bechuanaland issued a set of four stamps to
commemorate the 1947 Royal Visit and used the same des
adopted by Basutoland and Swlazd. South Africa produced
its own designs ahthesestamps were overprinted SWigr

use in South West Africa.

The last two KGVI Crown Agent Omnibus issues were the
1948 Royal Silver Wedding and 1949"7&nniversary of the
Universal Postal Union.

The 1948 Royal SilvelWedding - Because of the ridiculously
high denomination of the top values oistset, acry of
indignation came from the collecting public, not only in Gree
Britain, but all over the Commonwealth.

In the July 1948 SARhe followingheadline appeared:
Colonial Silver Wedding Issue A Combined Protest

In a full column the writer urged a reduction of the top value
to a maximum of X/and should the high values be printed, tt
compilers of stamp catalogues ought not to include #gries

In the United Kingdom th&949 editionofSt amp Co |l
Annual included a two page article entitl@the British Post
Office Runs Amok..never have there been so many stamps
so short a time...The Silver Wedding commemoratives
undoubtedlf ower ed Britainds pre
stamps.Meanwhile a further bombshell dropped. Every Briti
colony decided to issue Silver Wedding commemoratives ol
much the same scale as did the Mother Countiye low and
one high value.

Queen Elizabeth @mmemoratives

Starting with the Reign of Queen Elizabeth the country issu
the various Crown Agent Omnibus stamps which are the 1€
Coronation, 1963 Freedom from Hunger, 1963 Red Cross
Centenary, 1964 48Birth Anniversaryof William
Shakespeare, 1965U Centenary, 1965 International Co
Operative Year and the 1966 Churchill Commemoration.

A |
POSTAGE REVENUE

1960 Anniversary 1965 New Constitution

Bechuanal andds first excl ucs
single design in a set of three valiesued on 21 January 196
to commemorate the #8nniversary of the Bechuanaland
Protectorate that came into being in 1885.

Before Independence, two further commemorative issues
followed, a set of four using a common design for the New
Constitution on March 1965. Finally four different designs
honouring the men who fought in World War Il as the

3 Bechuanaland Royal Pioneer Corpssued on 1 June 1966.

LAST POBT (4 THE OEBERT

L
T mlmmrx c

-------

BNl
PIONEER CORPS

9 cints

BECHUANALAND

E:

el PROTECTORATE

1966 Bechuanaland Royal Pioneer Corps
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By Otto Peetoom

George Christopher Cato (1814 1893)

During 1826 he arrived in the Cape, settled in Grahamstow:
and married Elizabeth Griffin in 1834. In 1838 he sailed to F
Natal and the followingear he, along with his brother
Christopher Joseph, plus their wives and children settled in
Natal. They were traders which included a shipping agency
operated coasters which plied between the town and Port
Elizabeth. His ships tied up at the fa§tStanger Street at a

pl ace known as Catobés Creel
be called D6Ur ban.
I n 1842, Catodbds invol vement

arrest by the Boers and in 1845 he received land from the
British Government as reparation for his involvement.
When Durban attained municipal status in 1854, Cato was
elected as the first Mar. During his lifetime he was the
Harbour master & its commissioner, agent for Lloyds, acted
the first consular agent for the USA and was also a governr
nominee to the Legislative Assembly.

Transportation problems at the Point harbour
Offloadingships at the Point and transporting passengers al
freight to Smith street was hampered by unstable soil and
marsh land. Between 1849 and 1852 English Immigrants w
arriving in Durban and in 1851 indentured labour added to t
problems. Transporting exgcsugar on heavily laden wagons
over Catobs Creek to the
was paramount, but was slow in development.

In 1847 the military built a causeway that was washed away
flood. Around 1849 Cato built a similar structure o@ea t o ¢
creek further downstream. In April 1856 Durban was floode:
when the Umgeni river burst its banks after four days of
torrential rain. Draining the Eastern Vlei and channelling
Catobs creek began in Augus

A Railway Proposal- The Natal Railway Company

On 20 January 1859 Albert Robinson, a British civil enginee
had compl eted plans for a |
the Point to Market Square in Durban. On 3 Februartital
Railway Companjssued a prospectus and several of the
provisional directors of the company were either Town
Councillors or persons active in the sugar industry.

On 28 February at a shareholder meeting they adopted a D
of Trust for theNatal Railway Compangnd elected a board o
ten Directors.

The Point Railway line and a Terminus

On 22 March 1859 the Company applied for a suitable site |
Market Square for the purpose of building a terminus. This
opposed by the residents in Durban and local squabbling
continued to the end of that year.

Although Albert Robinson had already staked out a route, tt
Council did not confirm a lease of land until February 1860 .
£5 per annum for a period not to exceed 21 years.

On 12 April 1860 it was reported the Mercunthat half the
line had been laid and was anconventional 4ft 8ins wide.
On 13 May docomotive arrived in pieces onboard tBadiz,
wastransported to town, assembled and naiiatal.

On 16 May Station masters for the Point and the Terminus
were appointed. The rolling stock included two travellin
cranes and a coach for first and second class passengers.

P |

A Rail Service starts in Natal

The official opening was scheduled for 26 June 1860, but tF
first two mile run to the Point was on 23 June returning with
load of 40 tons of sugar mill machinery. The locomotive faci
the Point and as there was no turntable returned pushing th
trucks kefore it. Sand in the working parts were a constant
problem and th&latal was frequently out of service for
cleaning. As a result in August 1865 a second locomotive
Durbanwas brought into service.

N S ’: 4 - £ ‘.:;1'-:;.... 3

A restored Natal in the Durbn SAR&H museum

Extention of Rail Service

A line to the Umgeni stone quarries was the next priority an
negotiations started in April 1865 and on 4 April 1867 there
was a link from Durban to Umgeni village. During 1876 the
line was relaid directly from Umgeni to the Point and ol
to rail traffic on 1 January 1877.

Government takeover of theNatal Railway Company

In 1875 the Colonial Government decreed a standard rail w
to a 3ft 6ins gauge which made the equipment ol
Railway Companwbsolete. In 1878@farmer near Port St
Johns bought thiecomotiveNatalin order to utilise its boiler
as apowersource fora sawmill.

Unfortunately be project did not materialise and the unit wa:
buried near a river. In 1943 she was recovered, taken to Du
and restoed.

Public companies lacked the necessary resources and polit
influence to expand and it became inevitable that there wou
be a takeover.

The Natal Government Railways Act No 4 of 1875 empowe
them..to make, maintain, equip and work certainhnays in
the colony of NatalAs theNatal Railway Companyas the
only one operating, the writing was on the wall and during
1876theypurchased the company for £40,000. On 1 Januar
1877 all its assets were transferred to the Colonial Governn

Natal Government Railways

The new Administration soon implemented expansion of the
railway network Durban to Pietermaritzburg - by May 1878
it reached Pinetown via Cot
Camperdowrnn October 1880 and by December completed |
far as Pietermaritzburg.
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Onwards to the Transvaal

The Natal railhead reach&harlestown on the Transvaal
border on 7 April 1891.

On 15 September 1891 the railway from the Cape reached
Johannesburg and the line from Durban finally linked up wit
the system in Transvaal on 16 December 1895.

The shorter route from Durban meant thaémained the
preferred port for the Witwatersrand mines. The 1904 Chine
contract labour force came to Johannesburg via the Natal rc

Rail Extensions in Natal

One of the necessities was to link up the sugar plantations,
north and south of Durban thithe rail system.

On 25 May 1878 the Umgeni line arrived at Avoca, Mount
Edgecombe on 15 March 1879 and Verulam on 1 Septemb
1879.

The South Coast extensiorReached Isipingo on 1 February
1880 and advanced as far as Port Shepstone on 17 July 19
The southern extension of t
on sea. From there it turned inland and finally reached Koks
on 3 November 1924.

A Durban deviation to Pinetown

As Durban expanded, the rail route out of town created muc
disruption toboth rail and vehicular traffic. By 1888 the line
between Gardiner and Grey street included five level crossi
At the same time Durban station remained well behind the
times and was still constructed from rough timbers covered
with corrugated iron claddg. Changes were agreed during
1889, the deviation out of town opened in 1894 and the nev
Durban railway station opened on 30 November 1898.
SourceSouth African History online

Postcards depicting a train at Verulam Station and a Natal Governmémhyatard boastin§hortest Route to thEransvaal
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If you are thinking of selling your stamp collection at auction in the near or distant future,
then he would be delighted to talk to you to answer any questions or offer advice

For those thinking of sooner rather than later, we will have part 2 of the
Tatiana collection of British Empire in December

Contact us in GENEVA at

175 Route de Chancy, Case Postale 81]1QH3 Onex, Genéve, Switzerland
Telephone +41(0)22 727 077Fax+41(0)22 727 0778

Emailinfo@davidfeldman.com

GENEVA « HONG KONG *« NEW YORK

Feldman

www.davidfeldman.com
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